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'Did you at all understand what the priest was
preaching about?3

cWe took it all in with open ears/ they said, cbut
is not the understanding quite Stupid about such
things?'

The prieSt heard this, and cried out, 'Because
you have heard and have not understood, ye are
blessed/

clf you speak of these things and do not under-
stand them/ said Swedenborg, cis it not like having
a locked casket and not knowing whether it con-
tains precious Stones or serpent's eggs?"

The prieSt made no reply.

Swedenborg was soon to learn that the life of
those who have newly come into the spiritual world
is at first very similar to the life they led on earth.
There is no sudden gift of great wisdom. The same
false beliefs are held in the world of spirits as are
held on earth, and the same evil actions are done.
He was, therefore, able to watch and describe how
the truth is taught to the new-comers.

He tells a long Story of how, on one occasion, a
great number of men and women were taught the
true meaning of heavenly joy and happiness.

They were assembled together and were asked
what ideas they had about heavenly life. Some of
them at once said that heaven muSt be the constant
enjoyment of festivities such as take place at a